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RickaRD Scickel

W GRIEFITH

Awarded the Book Prize ﬂf thf British Film Institute

e transformed a nickelodeon novelty into a new art form and a powerful,

glamorous American industry. He codified the rules and techniques of

screen story-telling, and pioneered the conventions that brought films to

life, from surging spectacle to soul-baring close-ups. A poor farm boy from

the South, Griffith rose to fame with The Birth of a Nation, a cinematic mas-
terpiece stained by the racism that infected his heritage. Though he went on to
direct some of the most legendary films of the silent era, Griffith was doomed by
his over-reaching drives, and he died an embittered man, shunned by the com-
munity he had largely created. His story is told here with unsparing truth and com-
pelling narrative sweep.

"At last — a really comprehensive and comprehending biography of the first great
film artist. Richard Schickel deserves the gratitude of everyone who cares about
film or about American cultural history.” — STANLEY KAUFFMANN

“This magnificent and important biography ... is the best ever written on the man.
We have a sense of his life now as clear and sympathetic as biography can
provide.” — DAVID THOMSON, The New Republic

“The definitive biography of this complicated, tragic, exasperating, yet supremely
important figure.” — JOHN HOUSEMAN, Chicago Tribune

“Schickel is unfailingly lucid and informative.”
— MICHAEL WOQOD, New York Review of Books

“Mr. Schickel’s excellent and important biography makes it clear that when the
movers of our century are tallied, D.W. Griffith, flawed genius that he was, can

never lose his eminent position.”
— PETER BOGDANOVICH, The New York Times Book Review (front page)
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